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Andrew Benton
1620-1683

T
HE Bentons of New England are descended from
Edward Benton and Andrew Benton, who came from
England between 1630 and 1635. It is not now pos- j-/
nitely to determine to what particular branch of the

English family they belonged. That family was an aucient and

) i

honorable one, and was at one time quite numerous, especially
in Wiltshire and in Essex. (History of Rochford Hundred, by
Phillip Benton, pp. 394 et seq.)
There are six coats of arms belonging to the English

Bentons, but as it is not yet possible to ascertain from which
branch of the English family the Bentons of New England
came, any of their descendants who covet a coat of arms must
suit themselves at the risk of choosing a coat which they have
no right to wear. I think, however; they may well be content
to trace their lineage from Andrew and Edward Benton, plain
yeomen from the English farms, who came to the new world
to better their condition, and that they might own the land
they tilled.
My earliest ancestor of whom I have as yet found any accu

rate information, is Andrew Benton, who was born in England
in 1620, the year in which the Mayflower brought the Puritans
to New England. His tombstone, still standing in the "Old
Center Burying Ground" near the rear wall of the First Church
in Hartford, Connedicut, and doubtless ereded by his son
Samuel, bears this inscription:—

31

Andrew

Benton aged

63 YEARS
HE DYED IVLY

ANO 1683.

He probably came from England among those who settled
first at Watertown in 1630, a portion of whom went to
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1745 TO 1750. PROBATE RECORDS.

Page 2§—2 December, 1746: Timothy Benton (^Tolland, Adms.,
informs this Gqurt that the estate of the deed, is iifsolvent, and prays
that commissioners^ay be appointed: Whereupon this Court appoints
Samuel Dimmock, Es^and Mr. Jonathan Ladcf of Tolland, commis
sioners. :

Page 42—2nd June, i747-s,Medad Bentph, a minor, 14 years of age,
son of Jonathan Benton, chose Jacob Ben^ to be his guar^an. Recog.,
^300.

Page 50—3 November, i747' An'^count of Adms. on the estate of
Jonathan Benton was now exhibited'in Courtsby Timothy Benton, Adms.:

i  s d
Paid in debts and charges^/ 17-15-04
Credit received, \ 26-15-00

Also exhibited >^port of the commissioners to adjust the claims of
the creditors, which is allowed. Also the Court made an averidge on sd.
estate, which is'^n file.

Page 32-3.

Benton, Samuel, Hartford. Will dated 4 April, 1744: I, Samuel
Benton of Hartford, being advanced in years even to old age, do make
this my last will and testament: I give to my wife Sarah 1-3 part of
my moveable estate forever; also I give her 1-3 part of my real estate for
her improvement during her natural life. I give unto my son Samuel
Benton, besides what I have formerly given to him by deeds of gifts, a
certain piece of land containing 8 acres more or less, lying in Hartford,
in the west division, butted north on land of Jonathan Easton, west on
land of Samuel Benton, east and south on a highway and on the com
mons, to be to him and his heirs forever. I give to my son Caleb, besides
what I formerly gave him, ii20 money I paid towards the purchase of his
house, barn and homelott. Also, I give to my sd. son Caleb Benton and
to his heirs forever 40 acres of land in my western right at Harwington."
My will is that the land in Tolland I formerly gave my son Daniel Ben
ton by a deed shall be in full of his portion of my estate. I give to my
son Jacob Benton, besides what I have formerly given him, all the re-
mainder ot ray western right of land in Harwington, to him and his heirs
forever. I give to my son Moses Benton, and to his heirs forever, all the
land belonging to me in Hartford (excepting what I have before disposed
of), with all the buildings thereon and appurtenances thereto belonging;
also I give him two oxen, two horses, cart and plow, harrow, timber
chain, plow chain, and all tackling belonging to the same; also I give him
a cow and axe, a hoe and a spade; also I give him a weaver's loom and
tackling belonging to the same. I give to my daughter Sarah 20 shillings
old tenor. I give to my daughter Lydia Benton one featherbed and fur
niture to it, blankets and sheets. I also give her one cow and 6 sheep.
Also I give her one room in my house to live in so long as she shall remain
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unmarried. Also my will is that all the remainder of my moveable estate
not already given away be equally divided among my three daughters,
Hannah, Abigail and Lydia, at inventory price. I appoint, my sofi Moses
Benton and Lydia Benton to be sole executors.
Witness: Joseph Buckingham, Samuel Benton, ls.
Thomas Richards, Jonathan Ensign. ■

Court Record, Page 13—3 June, 1746: The last will and testament
of Samuel Benton, late of Hartford, was now exhibited in Court by Moses
Benton, one of the executors named in sd. will. Approved and ordered to
be recorded and kept on file.

Page 366.

Bevin,\Stephen, Middletown. Invt. fii3i-plus. Taken 30 January,
1749-50, by John Fisk and John Cooper.

Court Re^d, Page 117—6 February, 1749-50: ̂ This Court grant
Adms. on the est^e of Stephen Bevin, late of Middletown, unto William
Bevin of Middletown, who gave bonds with Ebene^r Clark of Middle-
town. /

Page 31.

Bidwell, Joseph, Glastotoury. Invt. ̂ 415^13-06. Taken 30 October,
1745, by James Wright, Jr., arid Samuel Kimoerly.

Court Record, Page 13—3 Jime, I746:/This Court appoint Ephraim
Bidwell of Glastonbury to be guar^n to |iachel Bidwell, a minor, 8 years
of age, Joseph 6, Benjamin 3 years md J^ary Bidwell, children of Joseph
Bidwell, late of Glastonbury decease^

Page 14—6 June, 1746: Adms. .g\nted unto Mary Bidwell, widow,
who gave bonds with' James Wright, Jr.,\3f Wethersfield, of £500 money.

Page 41—7 July, 1747: An^account ̂  Adms. was now exhibited in
Court by Mary Bidwell, whicl^ccount is b^this Court accepted.

Page 126—16 April, 1750: Mary Bidwen. the relict, now moves that
her right to dowry be set,6ut to her in the ̂ tate of the sd. deceased:
Whereupon this Court appoint Jonathan Hale, ̂ q., John Fox and Joseph
Fox, of Glastonbury, tq'set out to the sd. Mary ̂ 3 part of the buildings
and lands for her improvement during life. \

Page 100 (Vol./XVI) 5 June, 1753: Gideon Hale of Middletown,
in Hartford County, for himself and as he is attorney to several of the
heirs to the estate of Joseph Bidwell, appeals from the'judgement of this
Court, in not appointing freeholders to divide the real estate of the sd.
deceased, unto/the Superior Court.

Page 10'(Vol. XVII) 5 February, 1754: Mary Bartlett, the relict
of Joseph ̂ Bidwell, now moves to this Court that Ephraim Bidwell of
Glastonbury may be appointed a guardian to her three children, viz.,
Joseph Bidwell, about 13 years, Benjamin, about 12 years, and Mary,


